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How to unleash your
student’s inner Tolkien

Shaldon Primary School use the Netmedia Learning
Platform to have a positive impact on pupils’ writing.

CASE
STUDY



How to engage pupils in writing
Shaldon Primary School, an Outstanding OFSTED school in Devon, is
one of the first schools in this area to implement a Learning Platform.

Although the school had excellent SATs results in the summer of
2006, the school found that Year 6 pupils were not engaged with
their writing and these results were much lower (77% level 4
compared with 93% for reading). As a
result, the school identified Y6 Literacy as
a priority for the academic year 2006-7.

The curriculum approach in Y6 was theme-
based and creative with literacy being
taught through cross-curricular links.
However, the teachers involved felt it was
not as exciting as it could be. A Learning
Platform was seen to be the way to re-
engage pupils with writing and after some
research the school identified Netmedia as
the most appropriate solution.

In September, 3 staff members had two
days of training: the Head Teacher (who
also teaches Y6 literacy alongside the
teacher), the ICT Co-ordinator and the
Teaching Assistant (who is in the IT suite
full time).

Introducing the Learning Platform
to pupils, staff and parents
The first stage in this process was the
practical issue of introducing the Learning
Platform to Y6. Initially each year group
agreed to donate one of their slots in the
ICT suite to provide additional access.
This extra time enabled Y6 to focus on
using the Learning Platform and their
Literacy work in these sessions. This
demonstrated there was a need to
purchase additional laptops for the school
if the Learning Platform was to be used
effectively throughout the school.

The school also conducted a survey
amongst Y5 & Y6 pupils to find out their ICT
usage. A few children did not have access
to a computer at home, so they created the
opportunity to use school computers
during lunchtime and after school club each week. At the beginning
of the term parents were also invited into school to understand how
and what their children could do at home and the arrangements
made for children to engage in their learning outside the classroom.

Supporting learning objectives with MyClasses
The key element of the Learning Platform used to support this
project was MyClasses which provides teachers with a flexible set of
tools to enhance the planning and delivery of lessons.

As the Autumn Term theme for Y6 was World War 2, a ‘Class’ page
was created to support the children undertaking a unit of work
learning about an evacuee’s life. On the page, various ‘Properties’
were created to help them try and understand what it might have
felt like to be an evacuee in WW2 including:
• Text and Image Property – used questions and photographs to

stimulate discussion and help children look for evidence to
support their views

• Discussion Forum – allowed the children to ask an evacuee who
lived in Portsmouth about her personal experiences.

• Noticeboard Property – set up as a glossary that pupils added
any words or phrases linked to the war as they came across them.

• eLearning Folio – created a page with prompts for children’s
writing and links to appropriate resources.

This was followed in the second half of the term with a ‘WW2 Poetry
Class’, with the objective for pupils to write their own war poems.

Adding depth to pupils’
understanding
The school found that pupils responded
well to using the Learning Platform as a
primary learning resource and tool. They
enjoyed it so much that they were even
logging on to the Learning Platform in the
evening and during the weekend to add
to the pages. It was also found that pupils
generally stayed on task when using the
Learning Platform, unusual during Internet
work. The children responded to the
interactive nature of the Platform and
were asking further questions when
posting answers on to discussion forums.
By the end of the topic, pupils were
backing up their thoughts with evidence
they had learnt which demonstrated
higher level thinking skills. A vote
conducted via the Learning Platform by
the teachers at the end of the topic
showed that 59% of the pupils thought
that “war was worthwhile because
countries must fight for their freedoms”, a
very surprising result which showed pupils
used critical judgment in drawing their
conclusions.

Enjoyment, engagement and
attainment
The quality of poems produced showed
pupils had learned and understood what
it would have been like to live during
WW2. Furthermore, feedback from pupils
included comments such as “It was fun to
communicate with others, sharing
opinions and ideas” and “I liked being able
to log-on at home and find out more”
showing a level of engagement beyond
initial expectations. At the end of the year

the school achieved 100% Level 4 in their English SATs, but more
significantly this was 100% for both reading and writing - a clear
indicator of the project’s impact on attainment.

Extending use of the Learning Platform: Pupil Voice 
The school want to extend usage of the Learning Platform beyond
just using MyClasses for Literacy. Pupils at the school are
encouraged to talk about and reflect on their learning to help them
see the development of their work and to help with goal-setting.
One objective will be to implement online journals and a portfolio
for pupils to use. An advantage of this feature is the ability to
transfer the student work when they move school, providing an
ongoing record of achievement.

The Learning Platform has already had a positive impact on
teaching and learning within Shaldon Primary School. As confidence
amongst staff and excitement among pupils grows, the Learning
Platform will become an even more important teaching tool across
the whole school.


